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ST PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH–JACKSON, MICHIGAN 

ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 29, 2017 

(Unapproved minutes) 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:00PM by Fr Richard Ressler, Interim Rector, 
who gave the opening prayer.   

The four Vestry candidates were introduced by Fr Ressler: Sandra Kilian, Eric 
Magnusson, Dennis Marsh, and Christy Randall.  Ballots were passed out, and three 
tellers were appointed: Michelle Gibson, Margaret O’Connor, and Gail Shafer.  The 
voted ballots were collected. 

SEARCH TEAM: Fr Ressler asked the members of the Search Team to stand.  They 
pledged to accept the responsibility of being commissioned by the Vestry to the 
ministry of searching for a new Rector.  Fr Ressler then prayed, “Heavenly God be with 
the Search Team in mind, body, and spirit as they enter into this adventure.  Guide 
them, direct them, hold them, and bless them in Jesus name we pray.  Amen.”   

TREARURER’S REPORT: Diane Billingsley noted that the financial reports for 2016 
have been passed out to the attendees of this meeting.  She remarked that the pledge 
income was under budget by $7,460.  The non-pledge income was over budget by 
$9,500.  This resulted in a net gain of $2,040 in pledge income.  The 2017 Budget was 
approved by the Vestry at the December 20, 2016 Vestry meeting.  A Three-Year 
Budget has been prepared and it will be voted on at the February 21, 2017 Vestry 
meeting.  A copy of both of these Budgets will be available in the church office. 

SENIOR WARDEN:  The Senior Warden, Barbara Markowski, reported on the state of 
St Paul’s Church.  She is grateful for the many persons who freely offered to 
participate in the more than 100 ministries that happened in St Paul’s in 2016.  She 
thanked them for their collective dedication to be the hands and feet of Christ in 
whatever capacity they felt led to serve.  They are generous, loving servants of God.  

           She thanked the Junior Warden, Kyle King, for his Herculean efforts in keeping 
the St Paul’s campus in good repair and working order.  She is grateful for his 
dedication in filling in for coffee hours.  She thanked all of the Buildings and Grounds 
Commission members who give of their time and talents. 

          Markowski thanked the Mission and Outreach Commission members, led by 
Wayne Frey, for the many projects that spread our love and blessings to the people 
who we serve in our community.  Included are the food preparers and food servers for 
the Interfaith Shelter dinners; Youth Haven Ranch (YHR) donations; Healthy snacks 
for Family Services and Children’s Aid (FSCA); Thanksgiving food baskets; Easter food 
baskets; Jackson Community Food Pantry donations; Personal Care Ministry;  

Backpacks of school supplies; Angel Tree for Christmas gifts for YHR; Love In The 
Name of Christ dinner and auction.  Also for the Relay for Life walk and luminaria; 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Walk; Big Brothers Big Sisters meetings; the Lingap 
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Center Philippines Orphanage contributions; Episcopal Relief and Development 
contributions; United Thank Offering contributions; and the YMCA Trunk N Treat hot 
dog and cocoa treats. 

          She thanked the Church School teachers Will Hastings, Molly Fearon, Kim 
Perlos, Zoe Baldwin, and Jillian Baldwin.  They are dedicated to nurturing the children 
spiritually on their life journeys.  She thanked the volunteers, and also the parents 
who entrust their children to our spiritual care.  She thanked Courtney Marriott for 
directing the nursery and taking care of the babies and the toddlers.    

            She thanked Fr Rich for his heartfelt and uplifting sermons. The altar guild, 
the acolytes, the readers, the communion severs, and the ushers.  She thanked the 
organist Phil Rowland, and the choir directed by Lori Pelham.  She thanked the Joyful 
Noise musicians and singers led by David VanLoo, and the bell choir directed by 
Michelle Gibson.  She thanked the Laying on of Hands Healing Ministry led by Ron 
Rowley, Thomas Holsinger-Friesen, Ray Early, Clark Hutchens, and Jim Grace.  She 
thanked the Worship Committee, and the Prayer Chain volunteers.  Markowski 
thanked the Adult Christian Education Forum leaders Sandra Killian, Thomas 
Holsinger-Friesen, and James Grant.  Thanks to their leadership the Forums are well 
attended, and provide insightful discussions and learning.   

           She thanked the food providers for the Sunday coffee hours, the pancake 
breakfast, and other special occasions.  She thanked Chef Shawn Fearon for his meal 
preparing.  She thanked the Bereavement Committee led by Christie Swanson and 
Barbara Duke for providing the food served after the memorial services, and for those 
persons who helped set up and clean up.  

          Markowski thanked the sexton, Sam McKaney, for faithfully fulfilling his 
janitorial duties, and for monitoring the doors and hallways during Sunday services.  
Sam keeps the bathrooms clean.  He keeps the floors clean in the nave, hallways, 
offices, Holy Spirit Hall, and the Conference room. 

          Markowski acknowledged Janet Wesch for her leadership as President of the 
Women of St Paul’s Episcopal Church Women (ECW).  The ECW had a productive year 
with many gifts of spirit and of love.  Janet’s leadership was energizing and vitalizing. 

          Markowski thanked everyone who contributed financially this past year for the 
health and growth of St Paul’s.  She thanked those who have pledged to do so in 2017 
Everyone’s contribution is vital and has equal importance to the life of this parish.  
She thanked the Budget Committee, and the Treasurer Diane Billingsley for keeping 
our finances in a healthy state.  

          

 

 Markowski thanked Pat Rutkowski who retired last December after 22 years of service 
as the Office Administrator.  Pat was honored at a high tea reception given in her 
honor at the December 11, 2016 coffee hour.  Markowski welcomed Jackie O’Connor 
as St Paul’s new Office Administrator. 
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          Markowski thanked Dolly Whitney for seeing the need for leadership in the 
church library, and for volunteering to fill that need.  Thanks also to Lynn Eckerly for 
assisting Dolly.  She thanked Marianne Fowler for leading the Hospitality Committee.  
She thanked Gayle Ressler and the group of knitters who made hats and scarves.  
They give over 60 of them to the John George Home for old men.  Markowski is 
grateful for the Prayer Quilt ministry that made a quilt for the well deserving Louis 
Scheerbaum, and one for the retiring Pat Rutkowski 

          Markowski thanked the Mission and Vision Team members who crafted our 
Mission statement, CELEBRATING CHRIST’S PRESENCE IN A CHANGING WORLD.  
She thanked everyone who participated in the Holy Conversations and whose insights 
were used by the Profile Team in creating the St Paul’s Church Profile to be used in the 
search for a new Rector.  She thanked The Profile Team led by Carrie Heider Grant, for 
their talents and hard work given to create our beautiful Profile.  She thanked the 
Search Team members for their willingness to serve. 

         Markowski thanked the members of the Vestry past and present who gave 
unselfishly of their time and experience to keep St Paul’s functioning and financially 
sound.  She thanked the retiring Vestry members Robert Duke, Margaret O’Connor, 
and Loren Swanson.  She thanked the candidates for the 2017 Vestry for their 
willingness to serve.   

          Markowski thanked Fr Ressler for the confidence that he showed in her.  She 
stated that St Paul’s has been blest to have Fr Rich serving as our Interim Rector.  He 
is fair, contemplative, kind, compassionate, strong, gentle, and faithful.  God sent 
exactly who we needed exactly when we needed him to guide us through this 
transition process, and to help us heal and show us our loveliness.  We will miss Fr 
Rich and Gayle.  

           We look forward to meeting the new person who God has already chosen to be 
our next Rector.  The next Rector will be inheriting a strong, generous, loving, spirit 
filled congregation that is not afraid of hard work.  A congregation that welcomes new 
opportunities to serve, and does not back away from challenges.  We show humility 
and grace and respect for one another.  The next Rector should prepare to be amazed.   

          CHALLENGES FOR 2017 Markowski listed 7 challenges that she would like to 
see happen at St Paul’s in 2017.  The first is for every one of us to find a need that is 
not being filled, and to fill it.  The second is to volunteer for the Hospitality committee.  
Maryanne Fowler has volunteered to head this committee, and to purchase kitchen 
supplies as needed.  Everyone can contribute food or help set up and clean up for the 
coffee hours and other events.  

           The third challenge is to get the kitchen licensed to serve dinners to the general 
public.    Members are needed to take the food safety class to become certified food 
handlers.  At least one certified person must be in the kitchen when food is being 
prepared and served to the public, and also when leftover food is being put in the 
refrigerator or otherwise stored.   

          The fourth challenge is to hold public events which are fund raisers for the 
church.  Such events will bring people into our church buildings allowing them to see 
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our beautiful facilities.  Also let us begin to hold quarterly outreach meals for the 
public.  The fifth challenge is to have more participation by church members in the 
Get Real summer activities.  Let us work together with these young neighbors to build 
programs, activities, and most importantly trust.   

          The sixth challenge is to keep open minds and hearts about who God has 
chosen to be our new rector.  Let us put aside our individual preconceived 
expectations and prejudices to give the new rector the grace and space to take us to 
where God wants us to go.   

          The seventh challenge is for the men of the parish to form a men’s group that 
meets regularly to take on activities that develop friendships and service activities. 

 

FR RESSLER REMARKS: Fr Rich thanked Senior Warden Markowski for her incredible 
help.  He praised her willingness and ability to see what needed to be done and to do it 
quickly.  She helped plan the activities and was a great resource person for him.  He 
will miss her. 

          Fr Rich praised St Paul’s as a truly great church with many talented people who 
are dedicated to doing God’s work.  He said that he was retiring “on top.”  He asked us 
to help the new Rector to help us grow so that St Paul’s can continue to be a beacon 
for this community.   

          Fr Rich recognized the three retiring Vestry persons thanking them for their 
service and dedication: Robert Duke, Margaret O’Connor, and Loren Swanson. 

          Elected to the 2017 Vestry are: Sandra Killian, Eric Magnusson, Dennis Marsh, 
and Christy Randall as the Alternate Member. 

 

Fr Ressler closed the meeting by completing the church service that began earlier in 
the nave with,” Send us anywhere you would have us go only go there with us.  Break 
any tie that binds us except the tie that binds us to you.” 

Respectfully submitted, Edward Greene, Clerk. 
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I’m Michelle, born and raised in Texas but have made my home here in 
Michigan.  I must add here that even though my heart is here in 

Michigan, I will always be a Longhorn. 😊 I have one son, Joseph 
(ahem…Joe) who many have known since he was a four-year-old playing 
in the nursery here at St. Paul’s. I work for GE as part of the Global Law 
and Policy function, though I’m not a lawyer. I am one of a few in the 
OneEHS Digital and Analytics team supporting our sites and services 
operations globally. Joe and I started attending St. Paul’s in 2001.  For 
the next seven years I gave of my time and talent directing the children’s 
choir, bell choir and participating in chancel choir and Joyful Noise. 
Though a job took us away, it turned into a wonderful career that allowed 
us to come back. This church is one very important reason why I decided 
to return to Michigan. It truly feels like a coming home. Now that we are 
settled in, I feel a calling to continue where I left off, giving of my time, 
talent and treasure by restarting the bell choir, participating in Building 
and Grounds and with your blessing, a seat on the Vestry.  I am so 
excited for what’s to come and am now raising my hand and saying “Pick 
me…I’m ready to help”. 

Michelle Gibson 
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 Hello. I Retired in March of last year, after being a machinist for 25 
years. I was born in Jackson and our family regularly attended First 
Baptist Church (across the street). After college, I pursued a music career 
on both coasts. Then returned to Jackson, and got a real job. After many 
church tries, I finally found a home here at St. Paul’s, and have been a 
member for the last sixteen years. As a member of the vestry, I’ll do my 
best to discern God’s leading of St. Paul’s. 

 

Clark Hutchens 
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I would like to serve on the St. Paul’s vestry.  I served on the vestry from 
2014 through 2016 and served on the finance and budget committees.  
Currently I am an usher and often host coffee hour with other members.  I 
usually host coffee hour near St. Patrick’s Day.  

I am a lifelong Episcopalian.  My entire family remains Episcopalian.  My 
mom and dad were/ are lifelong Episcopalians and I am happy to say that 
both my sisters attend Episcopalian churches were they live.  

My husband Mike and I were married at St. Paul’s Church in Brighton.  
Mike is Roman Catholic and he sometimes sees the light and attends St. 
Paul’s with me.   

I work at Consumers Energy in the Environmental Department.  There I 
obtain the environmental permits for large construction such as natural 
gas pipelines and wind turbines projects and see that they are followed 
during construction.  I am also the avian (bird) specialist for the company.  
Whenever there is a bird and electric line or wind turbine collision or 
electrocution I work with regulatory agencies on the matter.    

Margaret O’Connor 
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Worship Committee Report 2017 

This has been a very interesting year in the life of St. Paul s Episcopal Church! 

Our interim rector, Fr. Richard Ressler announced his retirement from the priesthood effective 

March 20, 2017. We gave Gayle and him a very heartfelt and tear laden send off as they 

embarked upon their new adventures in Quigley, their 49 ft. motor home! 

At this time, we did not have a new priest in place, so the people of St. Paul s stepped up, as we 
always do, to ensure that our worship continued without fail until we hired Rev. Sarah Hurlbert 

in August, 2017. 

We were blessed with the following priests who graciously supported our worship: 

Rev. Lisa Tucker-Gray                                                                                                                           

Rev. Canon Jannel Glennie                 

Rev. Dan Buchin               

Bishop Peter Beckwith                            

Rev. Jerrold Beaumont                  

Rev. Canon Jadon Hartsuff                 

Then Deacon, now Rev. Gail Shafer 

I am profoundly grateful for their leadership during that stressful period of transition. 

I also offer many thanks to our Office Manager, Jackie O Connor, for helping me navigate what 
felt like an endless parade of worship/ funeral bulletins. She was the glue that kept us all 

together! You did an outstanding job! 

EVERYONE associated with worship, the Altar Guild, the usher teams, LEMS, readers, choir, 

Joyful Noise, rolled up their sleeves and volunteered for extra detail whenever needed so 

worship would continue, no matter what. I am so very grateful to each and every one of you 

who contributed to the health and well being of this parish during that time. 

We also celebrated the lives of many of our dear friends and family members who passed away 

this year: Judy Clark, Charlie Aymond, Lou Scheerbaum, Bill Meadowcroft, Shirley Herendeen, 

Richard Washbish, Robert Johnston, Burt Spafford, Roma DeKamp, Sally Schafer, and Kendall 

Wesch in January of 2018. St. Paul s hosted two Taize services in partnership with the First 
Presbyterian Church this past Spring. 

We said goodbye to Lori Pelham, our choir director, who resigned in May, and to Phil Rowland, 

our organist, who resigned in July. We have been blessed with the talents of Karen Annable, 

Bob Badertscher and Julie Baglien, as our search for a permanent organist continues. 
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We welcomed Genette Gillard as our new choir director in August. She has been working very 

diligently with the choir to provide excellent service music everySunday. We are so blessed by 

her dedication and expertise and love for this church. Thank you, Genette and welcome to you 

and Jerry! 

I extend a special thank you to David VanLoo, Ray Early, Jim Grace, Romelle Frey, Michelle 

Gibson, Clark Hutchens, Nathan and Christy Randall for sharing their instrumental talents 

during several worship services. 

We also were blessed with the resources to purchase a shiny new Baldwin piano for the nave. It 

replaced the VERY tired but faithful piano who lived with us for decades and led us in 

countless worship services. 

The highlight of 2017 was the welcoming of our new Rector, The Rev. Sarah Midzalkowski 

Hurlbert, whose service to St. Paul s began on August , !! And not a moment too soon!! We 

are also grateful for her beautiful wife, Dee, whom we are so very blessed to have with us! They 

both bring so many gifts to this parish. God has, indeed, been very, very generous to us! 

We celebrated The Holy Eucharist at Clark Lake in September for our annual St. Paul s picnic on 
a glorious sunny day! 

Our deacon, Gail Shafer was ordained a priest in December and celebrated her first Eucharist 

with us in December before leaving for her first official  assignment from the diocese. Thank 

you, Gail, from all of us, for your work and dedication to St. Paul s. We pray you every success 
and blessing in your new call. 

The Advent and Christmas season brought with them the beauty, mystery and celebration of 

the Christ Child with the lighting of the advent candles each week, hanging of the greens, 

music, incense, carols and worship! 

Wow!! 2017 was quite a ride!! I am very proud of this church and everyone associated with it. 

There is a love and warmth that cannot be described…only felt through the power of the Holy 

Spirit which lives within each and everyone of us. Thank you for all you have done and 

continue to do in the name of Christ as we look ahead to 2018. 

Faithfully, 

Barbara Markowski 

Sr. Warden 
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M&O Commission – Annual Report to ST Paul s Episcopal Church Vestry – 19 Dec 2017 

Throughout  M&O was supported by many volunteers and generous resource contributors from ST Paul s community who 
are NOT specifically listed here, plus several go-to people who lead/champion projects or events during 2017 and are listed here 

… please recognize some names may have been omitted :                                                                                                                      
Zoe Baldwin, Barb Duke & Bob, Romelle Frey & Wayne, Ed Green, Tom Holsinger-Friesen, Cary Heider-Grant & James, Janet 

Hughes, Ryan Liguori and Sara , Marilyn Meadowcroft, Rhonda Rudolph & Barney, Peggy Wilds, and others … 

M&O 2017 Recurring Projects                                                                                                                                          
Ongoing - Personal Care Ministry (PCM) passive INGATHERING/donation of personal care items – Champion:  Peggy                                        

Ongoing - Jackson Community Food Pantry passive INGATHERING/donations – Champion:  Peggy                                                                            

Ongoing - Love In the Name of Christ (Love INC networked support of effective local relief) - Champion: Peggy                                            

Ongoing -Big Brothers & Big Sisters of Jackson County (BBBSJC) - Monthly 4th Thu (when scheduled about 6 times per year) 5:00 - 7:30p 

BBBSJC Group Event In Holy Spirit Hall - Champions: Rhonda when participating as a Big  with her Little  / otherwise Wayne             

Ongoing - Family Services Children s Aid (FSCA) Healthy Snack INGATHERING - each EVEN month - Champion: Peggy                             

Ongoing -  Interfaith Shelter Dinner - 4th Tues each ODD month) - Champions: Romelle, Zoe, Barb + MANY volunteer cooks & servers             

x Months even months  of programmed Noisy Offerings  - 2nd Sundays (odd months offering for Rector s discretionary fund/cause ?       

Feb - Jackson Personal Care Ministry – Champion:  Peggy                                                                                                                                                            

Apr - Lingap Center - Philippine orphanage - Champion:  Romelle                                                                                                                                    

Jun - Youth Haven Ranch (ICW INGATHERING of NEW under garments/socks for Youth Haven Ranch arrivals – Champion:  Barney               

Aug - Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund (JDRF) - Champion:  Romelle                                                                                                                                     

Oct - Love INC – Champion: Peggy                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Dec - Jackson Community Food Pantry - CASH seasonally needed for bulk food purchases to stock Holiday shelves – Champion Peggy                                                                                   

Dec 2017 programmed Food Bank collection deferred to Jan supporting Rector s Discretionary Fund URGENT Emergency Housing Assistance 

M&O 2017 One-time/Situational Projects                                                                                                                                                                                           

Mar - Annual Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) INGATHERING (ICW Noisy Offering) - Champion: Peggy                                                                     

Early Apr - Easter Food & Kids’ Baskets INGATHERING & Delivery - Champion: Ryan & Sara                                                                  

Coordinated w/FSCA & Congregation (via bulletin/announce/egg-tree/etc.) targeted in-gathering and volunteers pack-up & delivery                               

Apr - Maundy Thursday continuous Prayer Vigil - Champion: Tom                                                                                                                                    

Apr - Lingap Center (Philippine Orphanage) fundraising – create SPEC support e.g. a place at the table , etc.  Champion: Romelle                               

Late Apr - Love INC fundraiser Auction & Dinner – create SPEC support - Champions: Peggy & Romelle                                                                     

Jul/Aug - Annual American Cancer Society Jackson Relay for Life - sponsorship/INGATHERING & team support                                           

Champion: Ed Greene … plus many M&O and other SPEC volunteers/contributors                                                                                  Aug - FSCA 

School Supplies (greatly reduced outreach fulfillment in 2017 due confusion in hand-off from departing Champion to Wayne)                                                                                                                               

Sep - Annual Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund ONE Walk  to cure T1D – Deacon Lisa s Warriors  fundraising - Champion: Romelle    … 
plus many M&O and other SPEC volunteers/contributors                                                                                                          Sep - Annual United 

Thank Offering (UTO) INGATHERING - Champion: Peggy                                                                                            Oct - Jackson YMCA 

Community Trunk or Treat – SPEC Open House hot dogs & cocoa – Champion: Barney                                                                        … plus many 
other M&O and other SPEC volunteers with added community give back  volunteer assistance from Trail Blazer s Toastmasters Club                                                                                                                              

Nov - Thanksgiving Food Basket INGATHERING & Delivery for FSCA families raising children – Champion: Romelle                       

Coordinated w/FSCA & Congregation via bulletin/announce/turkry feathers /etc.  targeted in-gathering and volunteers pack-up & delivery                                                                                                                                                      

Dec - FSCA Children’s Christmas Party in SPEC Holy Spirit Hall – Champion: Romelle                                                                    Dec - FSCA 

Angel Tree specifically targeted new gifts for children in Foster Care INGATHERING & Delivery – Champion: Romelle                                                                                                                                                                                         

Dec - Youth Haven Ranch new toy INGATHERING & Delivery – Champion: Marilyn                                                                                  Dec - 

Gently Used Toy INGATHERING – Champion: SPEC Church School children                                                                                      Dec - 

Episcopal Relief and Development – Life changing gift (e.g. livestock) INGATHERING – Champion: SPEC Church School children 

M&O Future                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

- Identify new Vestry M&O Lead as incumbent rotates off Vestry end 2017 at current term limit after 6+ consecutive years in this role                   

- M&O Plan forward should be deliberately aligned with goals of new settled PriestNote: 

Critical mass of about a dozen regular M&O Commission go-to champions  is realistically NEEDED to sustain a program of monthly activities 
initiatives like those above, year over year, and to keep ST Paul s members informed and engaged … many hands = lighter work, fresh ideas, 
more energy...                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Such critical mass eroded steadily through past 2-years as many from M&O stepped away for personal reasons, to fill key roles in other 

ministries, and to directly support important activities (e.g. SPEC Vision/Mission/Profile and Search) leading to 2017 call of new settled Priest.                                                                                                                             

Time to reaffirm/refocus/realign/revitalize M&O Commission goals of ST Paul s Episcopal Church in Jackson MI and the World 
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ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION FOR 2017 

AED mounted on wall by bathrooms & batteries replaced and good for another five 
years. Defrost for walk in freezer door was replaced. Locking mechanisms replaced on 
Glass Narthex doors.  Zone pump bearing replaced for east wing heating system.  
Requested by Zoe Baldwin to update the lighting in the upstairs education area, 
original 1965, The result has been deemed a success by the Sunday School group. 
New energy efficient LED lights were installed to provide better light, at a savings of 
energy use and provide a positive attribute for years to come. The B & G team 
consisting of Loren Swanson, Paul Stowell, Michelle Gibson, & Barney Rudolph 
completed the work.  Repairs were made to one of the roof top HVAC units in H.S.H. at 
a cost of $670.00. Dunkirk Boiler in HSH up to date with State of Michigan. Grease 
trap in kitchen cleaned. Ant traps in kitchen and other areas replaced. Light bulbs in 
bathrooms replaced with LED's as needed. Cracked window in hallway replaced under 
warranty. Carpet was professionally cleaned in the Nave/Altar area. Cones being 
placed out on S. Jackson St. for handicap access on Sunday. Rewire/upgrade 
electrical panel in pump room done by Paul Stowell & Loren Swanson. Exit light 
replacement up grades, replace old back up batteries/ Nathan Randall.  Removal of 
large stones in Memorial garden, Romelle & Wayne Frey.  Replaced H.S.H ramp light 
by Bob Sunday & Loren Swanson. Wind Breaks on steps of H.S.H. repaired by 
Addison Awning. Removal of old rail road ties in front of the Memorial Garden. Build 
walkway for removal and replacement of organ wind reservoirs. Clean wind reservoir 
room of debris and seal the concrete floor and walls.  Install new access door to wind 
reservoirs.  Remove leaking 2" pipe running through wind reservoirs room and replace 
with new. Finalized Preventative Maintenance contract with Aladdin to provide year 
around inspection and replacement of normal wear & tear items on our equipment, 
drive belts, air filters, back flow preventers, boiler inspections and cooling systems, 
submitting inspection reports as to the condition of all items mentioned, also 
supporting documentation required by the State of Michigan.  However, they commit 
to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week priority response to any concerns we may have. 
Sealed water condensate drains on walk in freezer.  Garden crew built a wonderful 
array of flowers this past year! The hardest ones to maintain are the S. Jackson Street 
plants as the afternoon sun bakes everything, hats off to Harry Strait for being the 
guardian on our west side, it is what others see before they decide to enter our doors. 
Have you NOTICED! our new Rector, Sarah has been up dating our message board in 
front of the church, not been done since Fr. Larry left..  YEA  SARAH!  

  I know you are all bored with reading all of this. Much has been omitted, just 
want you to know the Buildings & Grounds crew never sleeps... maybe a nap..  

Bottom Line:   We want to thank the members of the B&G team that have had to 
change direction and not be able to further contribute: Kendall Wesch, Paul Stowell, 
Bob Sunday. Their contributions and support will be greatly missed. May the 
Wednesday Boys ever be remembered for setting the standard.                                         
Submitted by Kyle King Jr. Warden, Chair of Buildings & Grounds 
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Happy New Year to all of you!  

When I think back over the past twelve months, what a ride 2017 has been for St. Paul’s!!! 

In December, 2016 we said goodbye to our longtime faithful office manager, Pat Rutkowski, as 

she retired after over 22 years of service to this church.  

We welcomed Jackie O’ Connor, who had some pretty large shoes to fill! She has done an 

outstanding job in her new role as office manager. Thank you so very much for hitting the 

ground running, Jackie! I could not have made it without you!!! 

We also said goodbye to Fr. Rich and Gayle Ressler, as they announced his retirement from the 

priesthood in March. We were blessed by the supply priests that came to our rescue and led us in 
worship for the next five months. 

We celebrated the lives of too many beloved friends who passed away too soon. They are loved 

and remembered by all of us. We are blessed by their presence in our lives. 

Our choir director, Lori Pelham, resigned in May after five years of service and faithfulness to 

our parish. You are loved and missed, Lori, and we are thrilled when you pop in occasionally to 

visit! We were also blessed with the hiring of Genette Gillard as our new choir director! What a 

gifted musical dynamo she is!! And we also welcome her husband, Jerry Pfieffle, to the men’s 
section! 

Phil Rowland resigned as our organist in July and we have been blessed with several talented 

musicians who faithfully stepped in to help us out. Sarah and I have discovered that church 

organists are an endangered species!! 

After a long arduous search process, all of our discernment, reflection and PRAYER brought The 

Reverend Sarah Hurlbert and her beautiful wife, Dee, to our parish in August. And WOW! What 
a blessing God has bestowed upon us! She is precisely who we need at our helm as we make 

plans for the future of our church. She brings not only her beautiful speaking voice, but her love, 

compassion, calm demeanor, and fresh perspective to us exactly when we need it the most. 

Every week I tell her how fabulous her sermons are and she just keeps delivering them! Thank 

you, loving God, for your gift of Sarah and Dee to each and every one of us. 

The only employee that has not been replaced this year is our beloved Sam McKaney, who cleans 

up after us every single week. And that, my friends, is not an easy job! I told him he is not 
allowed to leave us EVER!!! What an enormous blessing he continues to be to St. Paul’s. 

Please know how much we love you, Sam! You are not an employee, you are FAMILY! Thank 

you! 

St. Paul’s was the recipient of an     enormous generous bequest of the George Bisbee Trust. With 

that gift of money, we were able to pay off our mortgage, install new windows in the education 

building, repair the soffits under the church roof, purchase badly needed sound equipment in 

the church. Through generous contributions of our members, we were able to purchase our 
shiny new beautiful piano and make expensive repairs to our organ.  
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Under the amazing Buildings and Grounds leadership of Kyle King, our campus has never been 

in such good repair! You ROCK, Kyle! What love and dedication you have to St. Paul’s! Thank 
you so much! 

Last week, we received a $15,000.00 gift from the Samuel Higby and Margaret Camp Trust to be 

designated for Mission and Outreach in our community in 2018! 

To say that 2017 has been a year of transition is a bit of an understatement, but we have been 

inundated with blessings!! 

 

With all the fabulous staff in place, necessary repairs made, mortgages paid off, we are in an 

awesome position to focus our energy and immeasurable resources on meaningful ministry and 
service to God in our community. Let us join hands, roll up our sleeves in thanksgiving and 

make use of all that has been bestowed upon us this past year. 2018 will be an exciting time to be 

a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church!  

 

THANKS BE TO GOD!! 

 

Barbara Markowski 
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Rector’s Annual Report 2018  

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope.”—Romans 15:13  

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

I’ve been among you for almost six months now and I’ve had the great privilege of getting to 
know many of you well. My great hope is that I’ll get meaningful time with each of your families 
throughout the coming year. God begins every new and wonderful thing by forming 

relationships. Our faith in Christ is profoundly relational as we rely on love and not our own 
understanding as the foundation of our trust in Him. Our relationships with others flow from 

this love of God in Christ Jesus and are evidence of that love. These relationships are how we live 

out the two great commandments Jesus gave us “’…love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment. And 
a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”- Mt. 22:37-39  

As we move forward together as St. Paul’s Church we want love to be our first priority in all we 
do. When we care for each other in suffering we are doing it out of love, when we study scripture 
together we are doing out of love, when we prepare for worship we are doing it out of love, when 

we repair things that break we do it out of love, when we serve food to others we do it from love 

and when we help pay rent or bills for someone we do it from love, when I preach I preach from 

love and when we sit in committee meetings the thing that keeps us faithful in showing up 

month after month is love…  

Our Presiding Bishop Michael sums it up this way…” If it’s not about love it’s not about God!” 
That profoundly relational statement is our foundation. Love is hard because love isn’t about 
being a doormat or never saying no or never changing our minds. Love is taking steps each day 

to care for ourselves and care for others and that’s a balancing act. I’ve seen unbelievable love 

and care to me from this congregation and I am profoundly grateful to you all for that love. I’ve 
seen you love on one another and heard of the sheer heroics that kept this parish going through 

tumultuous times of broken relationships and major transitions. I am impressed by the love of 

this parish. I am also keenly aware of the fatigued and tender hearts and minds of so many of us 
owing to bereavement, illness and suffering of every kind. And yet…love abounds.  

Where love abounds, hope abounds and where there is hope, God is working. We are entering a 

new season of life together which will require folks to step up into leadership as others step back 

to recover and regain a sense of God’s love for them. 2018 will require us to strengthen our 

relationships with each other as we ask God’s guidance for how we will love on this community 
in new and meaningful ways. In order to pick up ministries in new areas we will be called upon 

to do somethings differently or not at all trusting that God is guiding us to use our resources and 
gifts in a new way.   
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Change is inevitable but change can be intentional and faithful. Your vestry and I will meet with 

Jim Gettel from the Diocesan Offices to help us focus on 3-4 areas of ministry we want to 

highlight this year. This Mutual Ministry Review will allow us to prioritize ministry, set goals, 
work together and evaluate our successes and failures together with love and commitment to 

God’s great call for St. Paul’s Church. I have no idea yet what those areas of ministry will be or 

what will be required of each of us but I do have great faith in the love and compassion alive in 

this church! It is the very proof of the presence of Jesus Christ in this place and I am so grateful 

for each one of you and your role here.   

We have seen the loss of dear members through death, moving away and some differences of 

opinion. We have also seen the return of some former members, new faces arriving and an 
expanding presence of young adults from local colleges. Each day gives us reason to be thankful 

for the Spirit at work among us and through us and reason to take seriously the call of God to 

bring the Good News into the world outside our beautiful building. There are many of our 

neighbors who are suffering and we are called to find new ways to help alleviate that suffering to 

the best of our ability. There are many of our neighbors who do not know the Lord Jesus and we 

are called to love them and through that love SHOW them the Lord Jesus in our words and 

actions. If we keep love as our foundation and align all we do with that principle then God will 
provide the means to fulfill our dreams for St. Paul’s Church.   

Your vestry and I will do our best to communicate with you our focus and plans for the future 

and we will be calling on many of you to step into new roles as we live out our calling in Jackson. 

We ask you to pray, pray, pray for our members, our leaders and our community. We ask you to 

give as you are able of your time, talents and financial means to support the work we do here. 

We ask you to love each other and yourselves as God loves you so we have the strong foundation 
we need to move forward into the future together.   

It is my profound privilege to serve among you, preach to you and place the blessed sacrament in 

your hands each week. The presence of Jesus Christ in this place keeps me faithful each day and 

your love and support helps me do my work among you. Thank you for who you are, how you 

love and all you do. I look forward to all God has in store for us this year together. 

 

Faithfully your Rector,  

 

Sarah+ 
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THANK YOU ALL FOR GREAT SERVICE 

 

FACE LIFT OF THE CLOISTER 

Loren Swanson, Christie Swanson, Dennis Marsh, Mike Masters 

THE MEMORIAL GARDEN CREW 

Ed & Helen Greene, Lynn Eckerle, Wayne & Romelle Frey, 

Susan Smar, & Beck's Flower Shop for their "donation" of many 

flowers to our garden. 

SOFFIT & FACIA REPAIRS AND RECONSTRUCTION 

Loren Swanson, Kyle King, O'Harrow Construction 

WIND RESERVIORS REBUILD 

Muller Organ Company, Kyle King, Aladdin Mechanical 

17 NEW WINDOWS INSTALLED 

QUALITY GLASS OF NAPOLEON 

REBUILD WINDBREAKS FOR H.S.H. STEPS 

Addison Awning 

NEW ICE MAKER 

Green Energy LCC install, Kyle King 

SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL 

Dwayne Daugherty LLC 

SAFETY SYSTEMS, INC. 

BUILDING SECURITY 

 


